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Johnny (Brad Pitt) might loose a face which

is not his with Yvonne

(Catherine Keener)



ohnny Suede is a darkly comic fable set in the sha-
dows of a modern American metropolis. The setting
suggests the desperate fringes of New York's Lower
East Side though it is never identified as such.

Johnny is the central character, an aspiring though
mildly talented musician, infatuated with suede
and Ricky Nelson. He appears to be a loner by
choice; his only friend is a young black man named
Deke with whom Johnny shares his hopes and fears.
Painting apartments with Deke provides Johnny
with his only source of income.

Early in the film, Johnny falls in love with Darlette,
a beautiful troubled girl who appears to be the girl
of his dreams. During their intensely brief re-
lationship, Johnny becomes obsessed with Darlette
and is devastated when she abruptly leaves him to
go back to her boyfriend who lives across the street
from Johnny. The pain of Darlette's rejection stif-
fens Johnny's resolve to launch his musical career.
He forms his band, Johnny and the Persueders, an
unlikely quartet of misfits drawn from the neigh-
borhood. On his way to rehearsal one day he rushes
to the assistance of Yvonne who is being threatened

on the subway stairs by a voyeuristic midget.

Although intelligent and attractive, Yvonne is the
opposite type of Darlette and Johnny is not imme-
diately attracted. As their relationship develops,
however, Johnny is surprised to find himself drawn
by Yvonne's humor, strength and sincerity. In spite
of the learned advice of Deke and his own mis-
givings, Johnny moves in with Yvonne. It becomes
obvious that their developing intimacy has star-
ted to threaten Johnny's illusions about himself
and the world. A progressively desperate series
of events leads Johnny into an ugly and violent
fight with Yvonne. He spends the night wan-
dering alone and for the first time realizes that
his carefully-crafted self image is a lie. One
thing is evident however:

Johnny has learned something about himself.

The story is told primarily through an odd,

often absurd humor.

35mm, colour, 93 minutes, 1991

Desastrous dinner with Darlette's parents
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